Six blind men explore an elephant: aspects of fuel metabolism and the control of tricarboxylic acid cycle activity in heart muscle.
Many aspects of the interactions of energy providing substrates and the operational control of the tricarboxylic acid cycle are still unclear. This statement is well supported by the sometimes conflicting observations in heart muscle. The paper discusses some of the knowns and unknowns of tricarboxylic acid cycle regulation and discusses mechanisms of metabolite accumulation in this tissue. It is concluded that the data available at this time are insufficient to propose a unifying concept.